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THE. Dal d. 2 17.5 


CASE, 


OF THE 


LOW-CHURCH 


HIGH-STEEPME 
_ Exactly Stared: 


BEING 


faithful Relation of Matter of Fact, 
very neceſſary, at this time, for all Per- 
ſons to know, of all Ranks and Degrees 
whatſoever, both in Church and State, 
who fears God, honours rhe Queei., 


loves Juſtice, and hates Oppreſſion. 


3 y 


Envy thou not the Oppreſſor ; nor chooſe none of bis 
Vas. Prov. Chap. III. ver. 31. 


—_ — — — — — 


—— — — 


Printed in the Year 1710. 
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THE 


CASE 


* 
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EINE 
AND THE | 


HIGH-STEEPLE, e.. 


HE reaſon of this Publication, is not out of the 
vanity of being in Print, or any covetous De- 
fire of Gain by it, but only deſign'd to help my 
Fellow Creature, who being my Friend, and a a 

ivate Perſon, and lying under great Oppreſ- 
n of ſome Perſons of popular Eſtimation, 
who take the advantage of their publick Station 
n the World, toprepoſſeſs the Ears of Authority with a miſtaken 

Repreſentation of Matter of Fact, to the great diſadvantage, and 

prejudice oß him, who is really Injured and Oppreſſed; for ſuch 

is the great diſadvantage and imperfection of finite Mortal Beings, 
hat, notwithſtanding the greateſt Cunning, and the moſt judicious 
ore-fight of Determiners, they are very often uuGer the great ne- 
eſliry of taking Matters of Evidence upon Credit, as well as other 
things relating to Traffick, and that too, is often received, or be- 

eve, according to the vulgar Eſtimation, or Credit is given of 
he Party relating it. | 

A Relation of Matters from thoſe we Honour, Eſteem, or Love; 


it moſt powerfully commands our aſſent : Thus popular Repute, 
and natural Aﬀe&iou confounds me Judgment ; hood-winks the 
Will; and raviſtes the Underſtanding; forcing even a Deterwi» 

g nation 


, (4) 


nation of the Matter, too commonly, on the wreng Side: So that 
for a private Perſon, labouring under theſe great Diſadvantages," 
what proper Courſe is to be taken for his ſpeedy Redreſs of theſe 
Fopular Grievances; to repair to the Magiſtrate, is but to go 
where his Adverfary, by a plauſible Accuſation, has ſecretly un- 
dermined him, and has made his Caſe too cdinus for him to ex- 
pect Relief; aud, indeed, he muſt be more than a Man, that can 
thro” the cunning Artifice of a plauſible Evidence of pular Vogue 
and Eſtimation, give Judgment on rhe private Perſon's Ge, that 
has no worldly Advantage to procure him Favour and Juſtice, but 
an unfaſhionable Mogeſty, and natural Innoceney, which, to the 
Eye of the World, appears ſo unpleaſing, as to be taken rather for 
Guilr than Innocence. Thus Falſhood being dreſs'd up fo much 
like Truth-and Reality, that the moſt honeſt and impartial Judge 
ſometimes is ſo betray d, as th take the Counterfeit for Reality ; 
and now, ſince Infallibility is hot to be admitted in humariAfﬀairs, 
tis a Misfortune, rather than a Fault, for an honeſt Man to be 
Out, and the moſt upright Judge to be Miſtaken ; what Sanctuary 
therefoxe ean poor gbſcure Innocence take to, but Providence, that 
fo powerfully 2 all human Affairs, as to in 4 3 
inſpire the wiſe Determinator of the Cauſe, with ſuch a true In- 
_ preflion of Matter of Fact, as, notwithſtanding the popular Vogue 
of Gain-fayers, ſhall determine the Matter rightly on the private 
Perſon's fide ? 5 , 
In hopes of ſo kind aſſiſtance of a-propitious Providence, I now 
ſet about this charitable Undertaking; and, with all the Exactneſs 
imaginable, give the World a juſt Account of my Fries Caſe, 
' without reflecting on any Perſon concera'd in his Oppteſſion, no 
more than the real Relation of Matter ſhall occafion. * 


E it known unto all Men therefore, That in the Year 1708, 

ſome few of the Pariſhoners of the Pariſh of Woodford, in 
the County of Eſeæ, with the Parſon, was very Ambitious to 
have a new Steeple erected to the Church, and in order to have 
their Deſign effected, the Parſon with his Party, got one Fobn 
Nicholſon, Eſq; formerly an Ea, - India Captain, and now com- 
mencing a ſtingy Churchwarden, a Man of reputed Wealth, but 
very little of it lying io the ſaid Pariſh, viz. but about 17 J. a Year, 
beſides a Houfe lat-ly erected for his own Habiration ; fo that he 
could be very frank in joining in the Steeple Building, without 
any danger of impoſing any conſiderable Charge upon himſelf by 
a pound Rate, as was ＋ r Money for the pay ing tor 
it. Upon this aſſuranoe af Building a Steeple at qther Prople's 
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Mt; with little or nothing of his own, he clandeſtinelyavd + 
bitrarily Demoliſtes the Old Steele, without the Conſent of 
oe of the Pariſh, that were th pay moſt towards it; and with- 


t either Licenſe from the Biſhop, or Conſent ot the Ordinary, 
ich, without any farther Difpute, proves his Proceedings to 
clandeſtine and illegal: But, in ſpite of Law and Reaſon, they 
reſolved to have a New Steeple, and that too, much bigger and 


zher than the Old One; and, indeed, ſo imprudently Contrived, 


to be ſo unſizeable, as not to agree with the Low Church, no 


dre than the Charge of Fuilding did agree with thoſe Perſons” 


(cerned moſt in the Fay ing for it, that is, the poor Tenants and 
ndholders ; for by reaſon of « great deal of Prodigality and Folly 
the Contrivers of this miraculous Fabrick, the Charge therecf 
ounts to above 6c J. without the Bells being hung, or any thing 
within-ſide. The cauſe of this extravagant Charge was 
aſioned ſeveral Ways. 1 12 g 
s Hit, By the ill Contrivance in Building a Veſtry under- 
uh, and ſo cauſing the Charge of another Floor, and conſe- 
ntly to many Foot higher ; when, if they had ſtudied the Sa- 
g Fart, they might have Builded a Veſtry on one ſide of the 
ple, more Commodious, and leſs Expenſive by 2 Floor and 
eral Thouſands of Bricks, which, inſtead of haying them at the 
Hand, and beſt Sort, they choſe to give 17 s.. a thouſand, © 
en they might have made better at Home; the whole Charge 


| 


dunting but at- 8 f. and 3d. athouſand * 1 
n the next place, what a Conſcience they made of their Church 
drk, may thus appear: What Timber their Workwen, for their 
n Ends, told them was nat fit to be uſed in the Building; the 
rchwarden, Capt. Nicholſon, gave away, which have been 
to the Repairing of Qut-Houſe: , Wo) LR 
the next place, there was a contiderable quantity of Rubbiſli 
doging to the Ruins of the old Steeple, by a modeſt Computa- 
in quantity above three or fourſcote Loads, worth very well 
rown 2 Load for Manure of Ground, and might have been 
ed to a more profitable Uſe, being ſifted and mixed, inſtead 
and for Mortar; but notwithftanding the neceſſary and pro- 
le Uſe it might have been put to in the Building, the profuſe - 
uchwarden made a noble Preſent of it to his Predecefior, who, 
wut much ſtudy, converted it io the Manuring of his Ground; 
Man charging about Ten Pounds for ferching of Sand, thar 
rr. as much Lime again, as the ih mix d and 
lied to the ſame Uſe would have done. By reaſon of tuch pro- 
ous Waſte, and ſacrilegious 5 io the now * 
3 un 


trived Structure, called The Higo-Steeple, amounted to the Sum 
already mentioned; and as to it, and io the profufe Management 
in the Building, I ſhall only apply a part of an old Song compoſed 
on the like occaſion; that is, Hang Sorrow, caſt away Care, fo 
_ the Pariſh is bound to find it; tor they mean not to be at any con 
liderable Charge themſelves, as plainly appears by their rigorou 
and rough Proceedings at a Veſtry called for that purpoſe, Spt. the 
Tzth,17c8. where, in Courſe, I come now to ſhow the great Baſe 
neſs and Injuſtice they uſed to my Friend, Mr. Richard Dawſon 
who is an Inhabitant in the ſaid Pariſh of Woodford, and alſc 
Overſeer of the Poor the ſaid Year, and fo had a lawful Call tc 
the Veſtry, where Capt. Nicholſon and his Party were for throw 
ing the great Charge of the Steeple upon the Tenants and Land 
holders; and, as I am very well informed with what Modeſty and 
Prudence my Friend Dawſon behaved himſelf, giving no ill Lai 
guage, nor offering any thing but what was juſt and reaſonable 
as became a good Pariſhuner and Landholder, telling them plain] 
his Judgment, That the Steeple was too unfizeable and diſagregabl 
70-the Church, aud what a piece of Hardſhip it was, for the poo 
Tenants to pay ſo much towards it; which ſtirred up their Choler 
and cauſed reproachful Language, which provoked my Friend 
Dawſon to leave of Complements, and tell theſe ee 


Rulers of the Pariſh, Ihat as their Effe#s in the Pari — bu 

olders , 
it was a piece of Sordidneſs to be generous with other People 
Pockets: | And this was, as I am faithfully informed, all the 1 
Language my Friend Dawſon gave them; for which they mot 
unjuſtly and barbarouſly uſed him; the Churchwarden, tal 
Nicholſon, calling him, Sirrab, you are a Raſcal ; and in repl 
my Friend Dawſon only aſked him, in a civil manner, &r, where 
in, or how will you prove me a Raſcal? To which, the choloric 
Churchwarden anſwer'd, Now if I had a Sword, (tho? in the Judg 
ment of bath Parties Crutches were more proper for him 

Weapon, which plainly ſhow'd the Challenge to be given by ti 
 Gouty Champ ion, rather than by my Friend Dar ſon, tho? by r 

ſon af the Parſon of the ſaid Patiſn of Foodford, fo ſwearing 
Challenge againſt my Friend Dawſon -' For he, with two oth 
of like Conſciences with this unworthy Parſon's Maſter, ſwo 
That my Friend Dawſon Challenged Capt. Nicholſon, the-Churc 

1/ _. warden, which, according to Information upon Oath bef 
Onſlow, Eſq; Juſtice of the Peace, being one of the Veitry, and 
the Churchwarden's Party, moſt - willingly granted his Warra 
to bring the ſaid Richard Dawſon before him, or ſome-other Juſt 
Fein N : 


inconfigerable, when * to the Tenants and La 


| Scffions ar Chelmford, for abuſing the Juſtice; and like wi 


(7) 
of the Peace ; and fo the Conſl⸗ble, according to his Duty, eom- 
ing to my Friend Dg»ſun's Hue, toid him very civilly, He had 
a Warrrnt to carry him tcjowe a Juſtice of the Peace; and upon 
a.peruſal of the Watta t, ne icund what it was for, which ſome- 
thing urprized him, knowing he gave not the leaſt occafion for 
it; ſo upon coniujting ſowe. Friends, who could not chuſe but be 
concerned at this Proceedings 3 and adviſed him if he could, to 

before another Juſtice or the Peace, and ſo requeſting the 
able's favour in the maner, which the Conſtable conde- 
ſcended to, and carried my Friend before, another neighbouring 
uſtice, viz, Proch, my Friend Dawſon civilly ſending word to 
is Accuſers to meei him there; but no Body coming, the faid 
uſtice Froth adviſed my Friend Daw/cn to go before Juſtice 
Mew, who granted the Warrant, and, according to his Advice 
and Direction he did go; perhaps it may be too a great Digreſſion 
to inquire whether the Warrant was not diſcharged by the Pri- 
ſoner's going before Juſtice Proth, there being no body that ap- 
peared againſt him, therefore I'll return tothe Point, and tell you 
that my Friend Dawſon did immediately, with the Conſtable, re- 
pair to Juſtice Cnſow's Houſe, and he being not at Home acquain- 
ted his Lady that he was come before her Huſband, in Order to 
his Warrant, and that upon his Return (the which ſhe ſaid, 
would be in three or four Days time) he would wait upon him; 
and ſo the Conſtable took my Friend's word to be forth coming. 
And when the Juſtice return d heme, he went with the Conſta- 
ble before the ſaid Juſtice-Onflow, who, in  baughty manner, 
demanded of the ſaid Richard Dawſon, the reaſon why he did not 
firſt come before him? To! which my Friend Dawſon, in à very 
civil manner, reply d, ſaying, in theſe very Words, Sir, your 
Warrant being uot ſpecial, Iihought it not ſo proper to come be- 
fore you, becauſe, dir, you are a Party concerned; (meaning the 
Churchwarden's Party.) And this was all the Provocation that my 
honeſt Oppreſſed Friend gave the ſaid Juſtice Onffow, as is already 
atteſled upon Oath of ſeveral credible Witneſſes ; but fuch is the 
unaccountable effect of Pride, where it is inveſted with Autho- 
rity, that it ſticks at vothing to effect its Ends. So, tho? nothing 
more was ſaid, uor nothing more medeſtly could be ſaid, yet the 
uſlice ordered his Clark to ſet it down, that he called him a 
tial Fuſtice, and ſo he bound him over to the next ag ao 

or A 
allenge, as is ptetended, tu fight the Church warden And 


when the Churchwarden. refuſed to be bound to Proſecute, dis 
F particularly Remarkebls * ritzorous the Juſtice . 
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we aufe of the High Steeple,contrary to the uſual Moderation and 
Prudence that have been very ＋ mnng in others of his worthy 


was Trad men and Citizens of London; ſome reſiding in little 


(8) 
on this C 
ous Pro 


Family, Eheu tanta Differentia Fratrum; how different Brothers at the A 
are in Temper or Diſpoſition: For when the faid Richard Dawſon” waz bro! 
defired.to know who ſhould be his Profecutor, ſays Juſtice Omis on of the 
to the Priſoner, Dawſen tale you no Care for that; I will find a+ Attorne] 
Proſecutor ; how becoming a Juſtice of Peace, and one of the uo-— I deſite a 
rum too, I leave to the Colts an 


deration of better Julgments 3 m 
Defign is only to relate matter of Fact, therefore I proceed to tak 
Notice Boy = was done at Chelmford, againſt this innocent and 
op n. 1 | , & > 1 | . * 

next Quarter-Seffions Juſtice Onfow appears againſt my + 
Friend Dj won, with the whole Body (as they term — 
of Gentrf, hough every one, except the Juſtice and one more, 


- 
— 


volous a 


upon th 
iſchief 


Country Houſes they Rent, and ſome having ſome of their own: 
Theſe Rulers of FVoedford, ſo trick d up with Swords and long 
Wigs, paſs'd current at Chelmford for Perſons of noble Deſcent, 
* — much like Gentlemen, as their Swords and Wigs 
could make them; aud fo, ſuppoſing their taking Aſpe&s would 
procure them Favour, they moved againſt my Friend Dawſon with 
all the Fury and Malice imaginable, preferring two Indictments, 
one for a Challenge, another for abuſing the Fuſtice, both equally 
| ſs and frivolous, and ſo eſteemed by the Grand-Jury, and 
they brought them in Ignoramus ; but the Malice of the Perſon 
was ſo great as to ſwear in open Court ſuch Things that was ne- 
ver ſpoke nor thought on, ſo that the Jury was ſent out again, and 
after a great deal of about twelve of the three or four and 
, conſented to find the Bill againſt my Friend, for abuſing 
the Fuſtice; and ſo he was obliged to enter into a Recognizance, 
to try it the next Quarter-Beſſions, and ſo in Order ta it he re- 
_ to Chelmford, at the Seſſions, with four or five credible 
itneſſes with him, to try the Travers; and when it came to be 
heard his Adverſaries, that is the Parſon, the Juſtice, and his 
Clark, the latter only appearing and making Oath that the Parſon 
was Sick and not able to come, and the Juſtice was gone a Journey, 
though at the ſame Time the latter was at home, and the Parſon 
at the ſame Time paying a Viſit two Miles from his own H 
which was pritty well for a fick Perſon: And now tho? my Frie 
Dawſon preſſed for à Tryal or Acquittal, yet it could nat be gran- 
ted him, bur ſtill they would continue him bound over, which 
Hard Uſage be did endeayour to ſhun for the future, by bringing a 
Certiorayi, which accardingly was done, and his Adverſaries ha- 


ving put him to all the Expenge and Vexation they poſſibly could 


| CEI- : | 
on this Occafion,they having no Ground to maintain their malici- 
ous Proſecution, they thought it not for their Intereſt to appear 
at the Aſſizes 3 and ſo u body appearing againſt my Friend, he 
way brought in not Guilty by the jury, by the Order and Directi- 
on of the Judge, and in arder according to Cuſtom, he and his 
Attorney waited upon that worthy Gentleman Judge Macey to 
defire a Copy of the Inditement, that fo he might ſue for thoſe 
Colts and es, bis Adverſaries had put him to by their fri- 
volous and malitious Proſecution, and having brought his Action 
upon the Cafe, againſt the principal and chief Ring-leader of 
iſchief, and the ſaid Juſtice Onfow, and his Clark (one Philip -. 
LTraberne) at the laſt Aſſizes it was tried at Chelmford before Judge 
Tracey, where all matters were proved ſo plainly; that the honeſt 
Jury form them all three Guilty, and gave my Friend Dawſon 45 
Pound Damages, as was proved upon Oath he had been out of 
Pocket by their moſt malicious Proſecution, withour ſetting down / 
ny ching, for his own or- Witneſſes Time, and other 7; mw 
ges 


e has been at, a gieat Deal more conſiderable than the C 
he Jury 'granged : But now, notwithſtanding all this barbarous 
lage, rhey ſtill continue their malicious Attempts in moving for 
new Trial, which, thro' Favour, they obtained, and ſo my Op- 
reffed Friend is to undergo another Fatigue at the next Aſſizes, 
d is threatened with a ſelect Jury of Gentlemen, who are to 
aſt him as they confidently give our, but as to this, I leave it to 
cir ſerious Conſideration, who, I hope have more Conſcience, 
ter hearing this faithful Relation I have here given them of my 
riend Dawſon's Caſe, and what beſides his honeſt Witneſſes will 
ichfully make out upon Oath, at the Trial, than to do ſo unjuſt 
thing as to give ĩt againſt him. 
In farther Vindication of my Friend Dawſon, in the cauſe now 
pending, and to clear him of theſe Slanders his Adverſaries. 
nks fit to beſpatter him with, the better to excuſe their mali- 
dus and groundleſs Proſecution agianſt him, is that they report 
m to be a litigous or contentious Fellow, and one that is for ſi- 
ig with the common People againſt Gentlemen, In Anſwer tq 
s moſt notorious Falfi:y, I do moſt faithfully affure the World, 
tiny Friend Dawſon is ſo far from being a contentious, or liti- 
Perſon, that be endeavours as much as poſſibly to live Peace - 
e with all Men; and he never had a Cauſe in his Life before 
, that ever came be ſote Judge or Jury; and as to his Conver- 
on it has ever been with more conſcientious, genteel and wor- 
Perſons, than his malicious Accuſers, he having had the Be- 
of an ingenigus Education at the Univerſity, where he 1 
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_ Himſelf with that Modeſty, and Reputation as to gain himſelf 
Love and Reſpect * the Rector and Fellows of 

the Colledge ſhowing great Favour and Reſpect to him; and upon 
his Leaving the ſai ledge, the Head and Fellows ſhowed a 
Concern for the Loſs of him; and ſo my Friend left a good 
ame behind him, and carried a ou Reputation away with him, 
and had all his Teeth too, which is more than a bulky Graduate 
did, whe had the Misfortune of his whole Set of Grinders to be 
loſt and imbezil'd, by reaſon, as Philoſaphers aſſert of the vio- 
lene Agitation of the Particles, in the unſound AR of Carnal 
on. 
o give farther Account of my Friend's Behaviour in the 
' World, when he eame to the Inns-of-Conrt, where he fill main-' 

- tained his Honeſty and his Modeſty, and for that Reaſqn not fo 
likely to graſp Preferment, which moſt commonly falls to the 
confident Pretenders; but though he could not fo readily obtain 
any legal Poſt of Preferment, yet he had the Advantage to know 
fo much of the Law, as to detend himſelf and Eſtate, which moſt 
eminently appeared by the prudent, legal, and honeſt Defence he 
made in the Cauſe now depending, which his Adverſaries little 
expected from him, when Juſtice Onffow ſent the Conſtable with 
Menaces to bring 3 or 4 reputable Perſons along with him for to 
ny on rats would * 1 — Goal, which — 
ugly my Kriend did bring 3 or is Neighbours, the 
Farmers of Repute aud Subſtance, two of which were ſecurity 
for his. a ing the next Quarter-Seffions ; and ſo being preſen 
with the Conſtable and thoſe others that the ſaid Dawſon brought 
along with him, all ud, by a kind Providence, to prove ver) 
ſerviceable, as being able faithfully to atteſt the groundleſs and 
frivolous Cauſe of Juſtice s Proſecution; Tho' they ar: 
Pate to none — with the odious Character of a Litigio 
and Comentious Fellow, yet it plainly appears there is no groun 
for ſuch a Slander, in as much as he was for the moſt part D 
fendant; and when he became Plaintiff, * ebly in order to 1 


| twas 
cover thoſe great Coſts and Dammages his Adveriaries put him 8 
that i 8 


in their vexatious Pruſecution. 

As to my Friend Dawſon's next Accuſation, $, a8, 
ſay, his Conforting with the Mob, and thoſe: of mean Charact 
which is as Falſe and Malicious as the former ; he always coi 
fining himſelf within the compaſs df ſome few of his Relatio 
and parriculaz Acquaintance; and had no Converſation with t 
Poor and Illiterate, no ocherwiſe than when: they came to be 
2 aſũſled with Caunſel and Advice, which they oſte nc 
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My Friend was never no great Talker, nor ambitious of being 
a Governour in the Pariſh, as may be ſeen how ſeldam he appear d 
at the Veſtry, and how little he Oppoſed them, unieſs in tiais par- 
ticular Caſe; wherein he thought himſelf obliged, in Conſcience, 
to Oppoſe, to prevent the Ruin of the Farmers and Land-holders, 
in paying ſo extravagantly for the unſizeable Fabrick, call d The 
High-Steeple, My Friend thinks it an a& of Superſtitionto ſtand 
up ſo.rigorouſly for Erecting a Dead Steeple to the utter Ruin of | 
the Living Congregation, and Oppreſ(s'd Feople; à Project as ri- 
diculous, and carries as much confufion in ir, as tne Tower of Ba- 
bel; with this difference, I hat whereas one cauſed the confuſion 
of Tongues, ſo the latter, viz, the teeple, the confuſion, or rather 
the conſumption of Purſes, as will wo fatally prove in the ſequel: 
As if the Calamities of War, and Scarcity of Bread-Corn, could 
not Impoveriſh us faſt enough, but the unreaſonable Expence of 
Building a Steeple ſo unſizeable to the Church, and ſo diſagreeable 
with the preſent State of Affairs, muſt be added, to effect the 
thorow Ruin of the poor Farmers and Land-holders. 
In the next place, I think fit to give the World an Account of 
thoſe famouſly aoncern'd in this unſeaſonable Undertaking, that 
fo the Prodigality and Folly that truly belongs to thoſe tooliſh 
Projectors, may not be aſcribed to the whole Pariſh of Woodford ; 


whereas theſe Monument-Makers are but one inconſiderable 


number, if rightly compured, in reſpect to the far more coyſider- 
able number of the Pariſh. « 1 
Therefore here follows 2 Catalogue of thoſe Zealots which are 
for Burdening the Pariſh of Vo. 21 1 
To begin with the Right Worſhipful Juſtice Onfow, who, out 

of 1 I ought to ſet in the Front of this Body of Gentry ; 2 
Perſon whom Her Majeſty has honoured with the Commiſſion of. 
the Peace for Fſex; and according to a due Reverence of Autho- 
rity we ought to treat him with reſpect; and, truly, if we conſi- 
der either his Original, as a Branch of a worthy Fawily, and 
near Ally to that worthy and honourable Perſon, Sir Richard, 
Onſlow, the Honourable Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, I could 
heartily wiſh he had ehoſe a more reputable Party; Bur fince be 
thinks otherwiſe, tis not my Buſineſs to ſeuſme, or reflect, 
but truly to acquaint the Word, that he is une of the great Admi- 
rers of the Building, called the High Steeple ot gc) What 
Eftate he has in the ſaid Pariſh, i: at moſt Eight and Forty Pounds 
# Year, and he is entituled to that in the Right of his Wife, it. 
being Part of a Joynruge ſhe had by a former Husband. - 

' (The next Perſon to the Juſtice, is by Name Samnel FeatherLead, 

1 * * . * 5 . ; | A 


Box, — — — : þ 
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a famous Witneſs againſt my Friend bear; and to be exact in 
his Evidence he ſwears by Notes: His Effects in the Pariſh are ſo 
inconfiderable, that one would think him no ways, for Subſtance, 
fit to be the Bell-weather of the Pariſh; his whole demeans in 
that, with Houſe and Land, amounting but to eighteen Pounds a 


Year ; his Conſcience is ſo large, and Soul ſo narrow, as to be 


rated in the Pariſh Rates but at twelve Pound a Year z but how 
ſure though by Eſtate in the Pariſh he may not be qualifyed for a 
Ruler, yet, by his rapacious Stomach at the publick Charge, his 
Canine Appetite at Rabbits and Fouls at a Pariſh Treat, beſpeaks 
him Deſtined for a High Pariſh-Ofticer. To give now his Origi- 
nal, becauſe he pretends to be a Member of the ſaid Body of Gen- 
try, but in reality a privy One, he firſt was a Threadman, now a 
Factor of London, a Gentleman at Woodford, and Samuel Veat ber- 
head, Eſq; at Chelmford; thus much for this Evidence; and 
now from Featherhead I proceed to Veatbertail, another very 
— Witneſs againſt my Friend Dawſon, who pretends to 

s thorough-paced aSwearer as his Brother in Iniquity ; though 
tis very remarkable, by ſome Standers by, at the Tryal, how. his 
Conſcience flew in his Face, and was all over red as Blood, while 
he ſtammers out his Evidence; but rather then be ſo aukward 
next time, he will, tis thought, make uſe of his Brother's Notes; 
and thoug 
they had — 1 ; one locking ſo red, as if his Ears were 
crop'd off, or would de fo; the other fo Pale and Wane, as if 
eerribly griped ; but whether by Stool or Conſcience I cannot de- 
termine: As for what Eſtate he has in the Pariſh, it is but Eight 
and Fifty Pound a Year, as he is rated, and as he reckons it him- 
(elf. Another of theſe mighty Sticklers for the 8 
— Overſeer, by Trade a Woollen- Draper, and 


Fiſty 


ounds a Year in Woodford, in right of a former Wife; and the 


next to him is a Linnen- „ all his Intereſt in the Pariſh is 
only this, that be Rents a Houſe of ſeventeen Pounds a Year, yet 
he thinks himſelf as mighty a Veſtry-Man, and as fit for a Go- 
vernour as au ot them all. There was one honeſt Gentleman a- 
mongit them, of as worthy a Family as the Worſhipful Juſtice 
Ono z, who Rents a Houſe and Land in the Pariſh about forty 
Pounds a Year,that was deluded to go down to Chelmford, againſt 
my Friend Dawſon, the firſt Time to make a glorious Appeara 

but ſince 
Sence-a 
chant that is a like Party concerned for the 


c 0 le, His Effects 
in the Pariſh is but 13 Pound a Year, a little 


and Land 
which 


h they both vouch the ſame Falſity, tis remarkable how 


le, is the 


nce 
iving the Baſeneſs of the Steeple Builders has the 
Honour to deſert them. There is allo a Veft-India Met-. 
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ze Rents, but to give him his Due, I take to be a Perſon of a more 
zenteel Spirit then the reſt of his Veſtry Brethren, becauſe he did 
ot go dewn with their Body ef Gentry againſt my Friend to 
belmford. There is another Steeple Votary alſo, that has an Eſtate 
n the Pariſh, that he owns himſelf about 38 Pound a Year obtain- 
d by the Placket; That being ſomething more crafty then thg 
eſt, God knows, would not be long before he came over- to the 
ther Side, if he was certain that Side would prevail... , - 

The ſecond Poſt of Henour is the Rear, and therefore I think 
it to place the Toothleſs Caſuif, the Circumcis d Doctor, who 
aas been a great and violent Promoter of the Steeple Building in 
he Pariſh, and for that reaſon may be properly ſtiled The 74 
Divine; though to give the D. his due, as the ſaying is, 
des very well in the Pulpit, whilſt there, and doth as. freely 
liſtribute good palpable Second-hand Doctrine to the People, 
ziving them as large Doſes of Goſpel Directions and Admoni- 
ions, as any one of his Function, and more in a Day, than he 
aimſelf makes uſe of in a whole Year, eſpecially e ſort of 
hriſtian Inſtructions which relates to Peace-making, and Re- 
onciling of Differences amongſt Neighbours, and parochial In- 
bitants ; for, truly, tis very — that he takes as much 
ains and delight in ſetting People together by the Ears, as thoſs- 
df his Coat uſed to de in making up Breaches, and Ra 
pf Differences: And this he has been very Remarkable for, 

n the ſaid Pariſh he is now in, and in that he came from; 4 
alſe Witneſs that ſpeaketh Lies, and bin that ſgweth Diſcor@ - 
mong his Brethren, the Lord bates, Prov. vi. 19. 
Theſe are, I think, all the Perſong of Note that to the 
oliſh Structure, call'd The MHigh-Sreeple ; the Sum Total of 
heir Revenues in the Pariſh, pur all — amounts to not ſo 
nuch as 300 and gol. a Year, and Eight or Ten of the 
ommon Sort, that are Voters for the Steeple, which conſiſts of 
dor indigent Handicraft Tradeſmen, as three Smiths, one Wheet- 
ight, one Carpenter, one Bricklayer, one falſe-hearted Flaifterer, 
nd two Mle-Drapers, whoſe whole Rents and Profits, take them 
together, amounts to no more than thiee or fourſcore Pounds 
L Year ; fo that take the Profits of both the fort of Sticklers for 
he Steeple, amounts to about 400 J. a Year, which, to a Pariſh 
onfiſting of 17 or 1800. a Year, muſt needsbe reckoned but an in- 
onſide table Part; what reaſon then the fifth Part ſhould impoſe 
L axes and parechial Charges on the other four, is proper to be 
determined by the Sages of the Land's judicious Diſenter of 
w and Equity? | | 


(14) 
And alſo, what great Offence can it be, in Reaſon, P withihal 
Submiſſion propoſe, tor my Friend, in his going with the Con- 
ſtable, in a civil manner, before another Juſtice of Peace, rathet 
than before him that granted the Warrant, I think may fately 
be left to be — a Jury of Gentlemen, who, if they 
dave either reſpect to Juſtice, and the Right of the Cauſe, muſt 
give it for my Friend Dawſon. I do verily. believe, That ſcarce 
any one of the whole Bench of Juſtices would have been for chu ri 
Judging in their own Cauſe ; as to pretend to puniſh a Man forſGer 
going before ancther Juſtice, as Juſtice Onfow did, but would 
rather have referr'd the Prifoner and his Cauſe to the Determi 
nation of another Juſtice of Peace, a thing that is uſual and pra 
cticable on ſuch like Caſes; but as to this, I leave it to the ma- 
we Conſideration of the Judge the next Aſſizes. 
Icome next to mention a Perſon I happened to omit out of the 
of the Body of the Gentry, that is, the Churchward 
Fohn Nicholſon, Eſq ; for though he was ſo Cholerick, as to b 
gin the Quatrel with my Friend Dawſon, yer he being not fc 
olecutivg him, as the others ſo furicuſly did, I ſhall ſay bu 
little, concluding, tis Puniſhment enough for him to pay for the 
—_— which muſt needs be a very great Charge for one that 
— a Houſe and Land of about 23 J. a Year in the ſaid 
8 | 


igain 
21122 
ons, Which be allows to be re 


tter, in ing, there is another ſort of Mankind 
that juſtly elaims the Title of Gentry, they that Live of thei: 
own, without occupying any Trade, or Mechanical Profeſſion ; 
and theſe, according to the Cuſtom and Law of Great Britain, 
are properly ftiled the Gentry. As for my Friend Dawſon, tho 
he is no Trade himſelf, yet, I will aſſure you, he is not aſhamed 
to own himiclf the Son of a Tradeſman ; and tho' he bears 

good a Coat of Arms as ſome others, yet he values the Honeſty 
and Reputation of hig Anceſtors, far before whatever the Herald 
can afford rim: And, truly, tis ſomerhing hard, that à Perſon 
as my Friend Dawſon is, whole ſelf and Family has enjoy'd 4 

co 
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Gderable Eſtate in the Pariſh for almoſt fifty Years, ſhould be 
r in the Pariſh, and 
t neEW Comers do it. 


1 gory we that ſuch a Pariſh as Woctford i is, that have 
le Eſtates in it, ſhould be totally Governed 
: One of the Tribe of Levi, and Seventeen of the Tribe of Gad; 
12 a Misfortune TY mighty Sticklers for the Steeple, whoſe 

nius lies mi mightily Building Churches, ſhould have 'no Ge- 
: — * vine for ie ; ſorter if thet ſhould happen to ba 
Propoſal or paying toward it inflead of a Pound Rae raiſe 
atribution according to Ability, how ſoon the 1 
dF Gentry, (with their high Prieſt) would change their 

oe ena Poverty, and defire in 1 Tooting: 60 
nd inconſiderable, and inſtead of _— 
ntry, aſſume to e abbets, 
| Fat and Lean in four and twenty Hours time. 


be 


"El 
88 


Pal, which I hope will be Honeſt 
Gentlemen; and I pray 
E. grant bah Judge and Jury 


4. 


May Fudge and fl right underſtand 
ed M. 
1 Fall Ur be fron L 


Now in this happy 


of Great — ANNE. 


F I N I S. 


And alſo another thing, Tis thought 2 great Hardſhip, and | 
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